Blow for prospects to mine ocean floor

A decision by New Zealand to reject a new sustainable undersea mining
proposal is being closely watched by mining companies around the world

50km Mount* | ® Undersea mining interests 1,000km

30 miles Taranaki Papua New Guinea 620 miles
™ [OF™ Zi -
South —® / . @©Solomon Islands
Taranaki Vanuatu ®
Bight Project % © Fl} ®
5 >

(65.76km) AUSTRALIA Cook

K Islands
- ’\,s:\ / NEW ZEALAND :

Nelson ~ Wellington
@ e “' El

Starting
position

Anchor

Floating
Processing
Storage and
Offloading
(FPSO) vessel

Ship follows
crawler by
winching against
four anchors

Discharge pipe crawler to FPSO vessel

Power and water B FPSO uses magnetic
generation separators and grinding
machines to extract iron ore

M Iron ore concentrate
transferred to export vessel

Processing
Mining equipment
Crawler: Cuts trench 2-11m deep

into seabed. Can extract 8,000 tonnes M Waste discharged and
A of sediment per hour, 24 hours daily ~ Packfilled into crawler trench

Sources: Trans Tasman Resources, wire agencies © GRAPHIC NEWS




