World War One - Slaughter on the Western Front

Deadlocked from the first months of the war in 1914 until shortly before its end in 1918, the Western Front,
the continuous line of trenches stretching from the North Sea to the Swiss border, was the
main theatre of the “Great War” — the first mass global war of the industrialised age

| CENTRAL POWERS

Great Britain: | Germany: Surrounded by
/ Huge empire hostile neighbours, denied
threatened by “colonial rights”

build-up of Kaiser Wilhelm II: Determined 3
i‘ German navy to project German power
| « Lord Kitchener | beyond Europe

By 1915, 2.5m
Britons heeded
his call to enlist

Austria-Hungary:
Hoped war would
crush rising Slav
France: nationalism

NEEDS .
S » Colonies | Emperor
vulnerable | Franz Josef
to German | Hapsburg Empire

ambitions | in terminal decline - [\

Russia: Strategic and | Ottoman Empire:
ethnic support for Serbs| Bankrupt but kept
4« Tsar Nicholas Il afloat by Germany

HBRlTAlN

Passchendaele

Croix de
Guerre

Italy, seeking to gain | Bulgaria, with territorial

¥ Austrian territory, switched | ambitions in Serbia, aligned . 3

sides to join Entente in April 1915 | with Central Powers in October 1915 Amiens @v ' \©
/

1
Battle of 1
EUROPE IN 1914 e & z/. Mons
(l'
i A Y
'

s Front line 1915-17 [/
E Central Powers f

Cantign German Sprin
| Allies 7 any \ [ ] offensive, Pring /
‘ HINDENBURG Mar-Jul 1918 [/
BRITAIN ,_’ LINE m— Armistice Line, | /
\“\ 4 Nov 11,1918 //

RUSSIA des Dames

 cmE
Paris Mw/ I~
3 Battle of ___¢
B km the Marne 4 -
BULGARIA 0[)7// — -
es °® Verdun®

Sopwith Camel:

FRANCE AUSTRIA-
v HUNGARY
(7§
British single-seater
% fighter biplane, famous for

M q &~
[3
¢ SERBIA" sagey its manoeuvrability, credited with

KEY EVENTS ON WESTERN FRONT  shooting down 1,294 enemy aircraft
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