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More than 20,000 seeds from over 100 nations – including, for the
first time, Japan – have arrived at Norway’s Svalbard Global Seed Vault
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Entrance:
Complete with
art installation that
glows like beacon

MAIN GLOBAL SEED BANKS

Operations office:
Where seed shipments
are inventoried and
processed

Vaults

621 miles
1000km

Berry Botanic
Garden, U.S.
International
Center for Tropical
Agriculture, Colombia
International Potato
Centre, Peru
International Institute for
Tropical Agriculture, Nigeria

International
Rice Research
Institute,
Philippines

Structure: 93m-long tunnel
connects to three vaults,
capable of storing 4.5m
seed samples –
each comprised
of 500 seeds
Total
capacity:
2.25bn
seeds

SANDSTONE

MOUNTAIN

Vavilov Institute of
Plant Industry,
Russia

Millennium Seed
Bank Project, UK

Stored at -18°C.
Permafrost will

maintain natural
refrigeration in

event of disaster

Built: 2006-08
Cost: $9 million


