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Asian countries are racing to improve their military
capabilities amid rising tensions between powers
in the region. In real terms, Asian defence spending
in 2013 was 11.6 percent higher than in 2010,
with the largest increases occurring in East Asia

CHINA: Continuing to revamp air force
and develop new aircraft types, including
J-20 and J-31. J-15 naval fighter reportedly

INDIA: Partnering with Russia on
T-50 project. Introducing MiG-29K
multirole fighter on new Vikramaditya

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

JAPAN: Ordering 42 F-35 stealth
fighters from U.S. at estimated cost of
$10 billion. Izumo – navy’s largest

being readied for use on Liaoning aircraft carrier.
Second carrier believed to be under construction

aircraft carrier. First domestically-built carrier –
Vikrant – due in service 2018

ship since World War II – launched in 2013

F-35 – Australia, Japan,
South Korea, and possibly
Singapore, will buy U.S.
stealth fighter
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Liaoning – former Soviet aircraft
carrier, Varyag – purchased
by China in 1998 and
commissioned in 2012

Izumo – helicopter carrier could
potentially be equipped with
“jump jet” version of F-35 
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ASIA-PACIFIC AIR FORCES: Combat aircraft

Sukhoi T-50 – India to build
export version of Russian
stealth fighter from 2020

Shenyang J-31 –
made maiden flight
in 2012. Smaller, more
agile version of China’s
J-20 stealth jet
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