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Hospital ship to aid
Philippines victims
The U.S. military has ordered
the activation of a hospital
ship, the USNS Mercy, for
possible deployment to
the Philippines, as the
U.S. steps up its relief
mission after the
devastating typhoon

USNS Mercy: Originally
built as oil tanker, converted
into hospital ship in 1984

Length:
Full displacement:
Speed:

273m Beam: 32m
62,922 tonnes

17.5 knots (32 km/h)

Equipment includes 12
operating rooms, 1,000
hospital beds, optometry
lab, CT scan and two
oxygen producing plants
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