Multi-national force launches Mali offensive

French, UN and Malian forces are engaged in a major operation aimed
at preventing a resurgence of Islamist rebels in northern Mali

Ifoghas
ALGERIA  mountains
Main Islamist
desert hideout

250km
[ | Provinces with 150 miles

Islamist presence

HMBUKTY =

S

o River Niger
BURKINA NIGER

FASO i

COALITION FORCES IN MALI

France: 3,200 troops. Planning to
reduce force to 1,000 by February

UN: 6,000 troops — less than half its
authorised strength of 12,600

Mali: Army has 7,000 troops
Source: W|re agencies © GRAPHIC NEWS

MAURITANIA

“Niger Loop”: About
1,500 troops, including
600 French, 600 Malians
and 300 UN soldiers
fighting Islamist rebels

D’IVOIRE




