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Diego Garcia: British
island territory in Indian

Ocean, 6,120km from Damascus.
Base for U.S. Air Force B-52H
Stratofortress bombers armed with
AGM-129 air-launched cruise missiles

Whiteman
Air Force

Base: Missouri-based,
ultra long-range B-2
stealth bombers can fly
21,000km round trip to
Syria. B-2 can carry
16 JASSMs (Joint Air to Surface
Standoff Missiles), which can be
launched 280km from target,
satellite-guided bombs or
“bunker busters”

RAF Akrotiri:
Warplanes

and C-130 Hercules
transport planes
repositioned to
Royal Air Force
base

Crete: U.S. naval
base at Souda Bay

Incirlik, Izmir: NATO bases – use
requires UN Security Council decision
or NATO decision to constitute legal

basis for war useAnkara
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Qatar: B-1B
bombers and
F-22 Raptor
stealth fighter
jets positioned
at giant U.S.
Al Udeid
Air Base
United Arab
Emirates:

France has six Rafale fighter
aircraft based at Al Dhafra
Air Base

Jordan: U.S. has
positioned squadron
of F-16 fighters,
Patriot anti-air missile
launchers, plus
1,000-strong
operations and
logistics unit at
Muwaffaq Salti
Air Base

Mediterranean
U.S.: Four destroyers each

equipped with up to 90 Tomahawk
cruise missiles – USS Mahan,
Ramage, Barry and Gravely,

plus cruise missile submarines
France: Aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle,

frigates, cruise missile submarine
UK: HMS Illustrious, frigates Westminster

and Montrose, assault ship Bulwark,
plus cruise missile submarine
Gulf, Red Sea: Carrier battle

groups USS Nimitz and
USS Harry S. Truman

TERCOM
(Terrain contour
matching): Radar
compares stored
map reference
data to actual
terrain to
determine
missile’s
position.
Course
corrections can
be made if necessary

DSMAC (Digital Scene Matching
Area Correlation): Terminal guidance in target area
compares stored image of target with actual target image

How cruise
missiles find
their way
to target

AGM-129
Range: 3,700km
Tomahawk
Range: 2,500km
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