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Steve Ballmer, who will retire as Microsoft’s CEO within a year, has
seen the company’s stock slip by about 40 percent during his 13-year

reign, even as the software giant’s revenue more than tripled

Jan 13, 2000
Steve Ballmer takes over
as CEO from Bill Gates,
weeks after stock hits
record high of almost $60

MICROSOFT STOCK VALUE

Aug 23, 2013
Ballmer announces
plan to retire within
12 months. Stock
jumps 7.3% to $34.74

Nov 2006
Zune music player
unveiled – fails to
capture market share

Jan 2003: Company pays
first share dividend

Jan 2007
Lukewarm
response
to Vista OS

Nov 2005: Release of hugely
successful Xbox 360 console

Mar 2009 Stock nears
$15 amid recession

May 2011
Microsoft agrees
to buy Skype
for $8.5bn

Oct 2012
Windows 8
launched

May 2009
Release of
Bing search
engine

Oct / Nov 2001
Launch of Windows XP
operating system and
Xbox games console –
both prove popular

May 2008
Microsoft
abandons
bid to buy
Yahoo

Jul 2013
Company writes
off $900 million
on unsold
Surface tablets
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