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The virulent coffee leaf rust fungus “la roya” has spread across Central
America, destroying around 20% of the 2012-13 harvest. To tackle the
problem bushes must be replanted, with no yield for up to three years,

endangering whole economies dependent on coffee exports
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1861: Fungus identified
on wild coffee in Lake
Victoria region

Entire
plantations
wiped out in Sri Lanka,
Indonesia, Philippines

Strict quarantine
prevents spread to

Americas for over 100 years


