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Ancient royal tomb unearthed in Peru
Archaeologists in Peru have discovered a royal tomb, with treasure and
mummified women, that sheds new light on the enigmatic Wari people

who ruled the Andes before the rise of the better-known Inca civilisation
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contained bodies
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Many bodies found
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great power
Gold-and-silver ear
ornaments, found among
more than 1,200 artifacts
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Regional States:
Includes Chimú culture

ca 900-1470

Inca empire:
ca 1400-1532

600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400
1532: Spanish conquest

Lima

PACIFIC
OCEAN

A
R

G
EN

TI
N

A

C
H

IL
E 

BOLIVIA

A
n

d
e

s

COLOMBIA

ECUADOR
PERU

Wari empire
Inca empire

El Castillo
de Huarmey

500km
310 miles

© GRAPHIC NEWS Pictures: GDA via AP Images

Archaeologists in Peru have discovered a royal tomb, with treasure and
mummified women, that sheds new light on the enigmatic Wari people

who ruled the Andes before the rise of the better-known Inca civilisation

El Castillo
de Huarmey:
1,200-year-old
burial chamber in
stepped pyramid,
contained bodies
of 63 people,
including three
Wari queens
Many bodies found
sitting upright –
indicating royalty
and suggesting
Wari women held
great power
Gold-and-silver ear
ornaments, found among
more than 1,200 artifacts

TIMELINE OF ANCIENT PERU
Wari: South America’s
earliest empire.
ca 700-1000 A.D.

Regional States:
Includes Chimú culture

ca 900-1470

Inca empire:
ca 1400-1532

600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400
1532: Spanish conquest

Lima

PACIFIC
OCEAN

A
R

G
EN

TI
N

A

C
H

IL
E 

BOLIVIA

A
n

d
e

s

COLOMBIA

ECUADOR
PERU

Wari empire
Inca empire

El Castillo
de Huarmey

500km
310 miles


