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Scientists are urging world leaders to take action on global warming
after the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere reached 400 parts

per million – an amount not seen for several million years
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ATMOSPHERIC CO2 THROUGH HISTORY: Parts per million (ppm)
PALEOZOIC MESOZOIC CENOZOICERA

1700: CO2 at 275ppm
before industrial revolution

May 2013: 400ppm
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530 Ma: CO2 levels
at 7,000ppm. Life
confined to oceans

438 Ma: First
clear evidence
of life on land

248 Ma
Dinosaurs and
mammals appear

7 Ma: Early
humans


