The Thatcher years in numbers

Conservative leader Margaret Thatcher became Britain’s first female
prime minister in May 1979. After being re-elected in 1983 and 1987
she resigned in November 1990 following a leadership challenge

Unemployment (millions) e e |nflation (%)
%> 1980: 22% | 25
30,

N\

\ 1990: 2.3m |20
25 ‘
padl 1984: 3.3m
20 11.9% of workforce 15

\\ /i
Oi 1979: 1.4m I 1990: 4.2%|

1979 80 | 81 | 82 | 83 | 84 |85 | 86 |87 [ 88 [ 89 | 90 |

1986: 2.4% '~

83% Top rate of income tax 40%
33% Basic rate of income tax 25%
12% Interest rate 13.8%
8% Value Added Tax 15%
£5,427 Average salary £15,252
£19,300 Average house price £70,200
29.5 million Days lost in strikes 1.9 million
£0.20 Cost of medical prescription £3.05
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