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The closure of the Joao Havelange stadium in Rio de Janeiro – athletics
venue for the 2016 Olympics and the city’s main soccer stadium while the
Maracana is rebuilt for the 2014 World Cup – has highlighted difficulties

facing Brazil as it prepares to host the world’s two biggest sporting events
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Rio de Janeiro: Delays
in Maracana construction
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Planned for completion Dec 2012

Planned for completion late 2013
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Arena Amazonia Capacity 42,374
Castelao 64,846
Das Dunas 42,086
Pernambuco 44,248
Fonte Nova 56,500
Pantanal 42,968
Nacional 70,064
Mineirao 62,547
Maracana 76,804
Itaquerao 65,807
Baixada 41,456
Beira Rio 48,849

Joao Havelange
stadium: Opened

2007, late and over budget – closed
indefinitely due to structural problems

Cuiaba, Feb 2013: Main
construction company quits
with debts of $543m

Manaus, Dec 2012:
FIFA report warns
stadium may not be
ready in time

Sao Paulo, Mar 2013: Funding crisis as
Banco do Brasil refuses to release $202m
loans for Itaquerao stadium construction

Rodrigo de Freitas Lagoon: Rowing
lake swamped by 65 tons of dead fish


