Islamists gaining ground in Syria conflict
The ongoing civil war in Syria is attracting a growing number of
Islamists, with al-Qaeda and ultra-conservative Sunni Salafi fighters
among the rebels seeking to overthrow the Assad regime
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[3 Al-Qaeda in Iraq: Insurgent group
increasing in strength in Iraq’s western
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4 Abdullah Azzam Brigades: Offshoot
of al-Qaeda based in Lebanon and
Arabian Peninsula. Group has not
claimed responsibility for any major
attacks in Syria but is active in uprising

Jabhat al-Nusra is regarded as the most effective
combat force amongst Syria’s rebels and may
account for a quarter of opposition fighters
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