
Electing the new Pope
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Pope Benedict’s unexpected resignation has set in
motion the centuries-old process of electing a new
pope. All cardinals are summoned to Rome for
a meeting at the Vatican which is followed
by the Papal election, or Conclave
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Tarcisio Bertone: Cardinal Camerlengo,
or Chamberlain, will supervise
whole election
process

Europe 61 (Italy 28)
Latin America 19
North America 14
Asia/Oceania 12
Africa 11

All cardinals under age of
80 – currently 117 – are eligible to vote
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Day One: Cardinals celebrate Mass
before walking in procession to Sistine Chapel

After entering chapel, Cardinals place hand
on Gospel and swear oath of secrecy under
penalty of excommunication

Latin command “Extra Omnes” instructs everyone
not taking part in election to leave – Sistine Chapel
sealed by Camerlengo and first ballot begins
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Each elector approaches altar
with folded ballot held up in clear view.
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Pope is elected by two-thirds
majority plus one. If no cardinal
wins vote, ballots are burned
to produce black smoke.
White smoke and ringing of bell
indicate Pope has been chosen

Day Two onwards:
Two votes held each morning
and two each afternoon
If no decision is reached after
34 ballots, field of competitors
is restricted to two candidates
who won most preferences in
final vote. New Pope is then
chosen by simple majority© GRAPHIC NEWS Source: Vatican Pictures: Associated Press, Getty Images
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