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1791: The U.S. Constitution
protects the right of the people
to keep and bear arms

1976: Firearms Control
Regulations Act bans residents in
U.S. capital, Washington DC, from
owning handguns, automatic firearms,
or high-capacity semi-automatic
weapons

Between 2006 and 2011, 56,439 people were murdered in the U.S. by
firearms, twice as many as were killed by all other means combined

1993: So-called Brady Law signed
by President Bill Clinton requires
federal background checks into
firearm purchaser’s criminal and
mental health history.
Of 16,454,951 background checks
in 2010, just 78,211 firearms
purchases (0.48%) were denied

1994-2004: Federal law bans
production and sale of assault
weapons. President George W. Bush
allows ban to lapse

2008: Supreme Court rules that
individual Americans have right to
own guns for personal use,
overturning 1976 gun control law
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