Mali intervention plan gathers pace
The international community is moving forward with plans to deploy
a 6,000-strong force of African peacekeeping troops to Mali in an
effort to oust al-Qaeda linked Islamists from the nation’s north
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\ \ Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
s—— __ Armed with weaponry from the Libya
conflict and funded by kidnappings
and drug trafficking, AQIM has recruited hundreds
of foreign fighters and turned northern Mali into
a militant stronghold
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