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Space probe Voyager 1 may have left our solar system and crossed the heliopause
boundary into interstellar space, marking a historic moment in the history of
space exploration. One of two spacecraft launched in 1977 to explore the outer
planets, Voyager 1 is now more than 18.3 billion kilometres from Earth
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INTERSTELLAR WIND:
High-energy cosmic rays,
gas and dust
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HELIOPAUSE: Boundary where plasma flowing outward
from sun no longer holds back interstellar wind

HELIOSPHERE: Contains
solar system, solar wind (plasma)
and solar magnetic field

HELIOSHEATH: Outer region
of heliosphere where solar
wind slows

To cross the heliopause
scientists say they need
to observe three things:

1. Cosmic rays: Increase in
high-energy rays originating
from outside solar system
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2. Plasma: Drop
in charged particles
emanating from sun

3. Magnetic field:
Pass outer limits of

sun’s magnetic field.
No definitive data
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