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Millions of people worldwide tuned into the U.S. presidential debate
via TV and online, with social networks streaming the exchange in the

most up-to-the-second digital coverage in U.S. political history

Sources: Nielsen Company, Museum of Broadcast Communication, *estimate

70.0

TV audience (millions of viewers)

80

60

40

20

69.7

80.6

67.3 67.3 69.9

36.3

46.6

62.5

52.0
60.0*

1960 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012

N
ix

on
-K

en
ne

dy

Fo
rd

-C
ar

te
r

C
ar

te
r-

R
ea

ga
n

R
ea

ga
n-

M
on

da
le

B
us

h-
D

uk
ak

is

B
us

h-
C

lin
to

n-
Pe

ro
t

C
lin

to
n-

D
ol

e

G
or

e-
B

us
h

B
us

h-
K

er
ry

O
ba

m
a-

M
cC

ai
n

O
ba

m
a-

R
om

ne
y

Online
Users post

17,000 tweets
per minute


