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Arctic Sea ice shrinks to new low
Arctic sea ice has melted to its lowest level this year, setting a record for the

lowest summer cover since satellite data collection began 33 years ago
Average minimum extent of sea
ice cap (1979-2000)

North Pole

Previous record low
set on Sep 18, 2007

Sep 16, 2012: Sea ice falls
to 3.41 million sq km –
18% below 2007 and 49%
below 1979 to 2000 average
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Arctic sea ice has melted to its lowest level this year, setting a record for the
lowest summer cover since satellite data collection began 33 years ago
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to 3.41 million sq km –
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