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Arctic Rim nations prepare for new Cold War

Sources: Jane’s Information Group, SIPRI

Driven by melting polar ice that will eventually open up new sea lanes and allow the exploitation of
previously inaccessible oil and gas fields, Canada, Denmark, Norway, Russia and the United States

are all strengthening their military capabilities in the Arctic region
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Navy to acquire eight new
patrol ships by 2020. New
Coast Guard icebreaker by
2017. Nanisivik naval facility
operational around 2015

Establishment of year-
round training centre
at Resolute Bay
Manned / unmanned
surveillance options
under consideration

CANADA

Navy has acquired five new
frigates and three of six new
coastal corvettes. Coast
Guard research / intelligence-
gathering ship planned

Joint operational
headquarters moved
from south to Bodø
Awaiting delivery of
14 NH90 multi-role
helicopters

NORWAY

New nuclear-powered
icebreaker commissioned by
2015. Planned year-round
port at Sabetta

Establishing two
specialised Arctic
brigades by 2020
Re-opening three
Cold War-era bases –
Rogachevo, Ostrov
Greem-Bell and
Naryan-Mar

RUSSIA

Two new arctic patrol
vessels commissioned
2008-09. Third planned

Greenland and
Faroe Islands
commands to
be combined in
new joint military
base at Nuuk

DENMARK

Plans for Coast Guard
cutter and other assets
to be assigned to Arctic

C-130 surveillance
flights conducted
April to November
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