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T I M B U K T U

Islamist militants occupying the ancient city of Timbuktu, have attacked
one of the city’s most famous mosques and destroyed several prominent

tombs, saying they contravene their strict interpretation of Islam
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Timbuktu: City became
famous as centre of Islamic
learning, based in its three
great mosques – including
Sankore (right) – in 15th
and 16th centuries
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Sankore Mosque:
Under threat

Djingareyber Mosque:
Under threat

Mausoleums of at least
seven Muslim saints

smashed — militants say
Sharia law does not allow

building of tombs higher
than 15cm
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Sidi Yahia Mosque:
Sealed door leading to
sacred tombs smashed


