
© GRAPHIC NEWSSources: Institution of Civil Engineers, LOCOG

The prestigious opening and closing ceremonies for both Olympics and
Paralympics, as well as the blue-riband athletics events, will be hosted

by the 80,000-capacity flagship venue – claimed to be 75% lighter
than comparable buildings and built largely out of recycled materials
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Upper tier
55,000 temporary
seats. Steel-frame
support for
upper tier

Roof
Steel tubing frame with
PVC fabric supported by
cable net structure – to
minimise wind on
track – covers 68%
of spectators  

Lighting
towers

14 towers housing
532 floodlights

Wrap
336 panels,

each 25m
high, 2.5m

wide

Lower tier
25,000 permanent
seats in concrete
bowl, sunk into
ground

West stand
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410-seat
dining area,
plus 700
rooms

Top ring:
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of steel
tubing

recycled
from old

gas pipes

Ground
level
Offices, changing
rooms, parking

Kiosks
for catering,
merchandise

Length 315m, width 256m, height 60m
(incl. lighting towers) 

Four times
less steel used

than Beijing “Bird’s
Nest” Stadium

Industrial
waste concrete

London
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Beijing National
Stadium


