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Jan 2011: Total stops production
and plugs problematic Elgin G4 well

Mar 30: Safety flare – just 100m
from gas cloud – extinguishes itself,
reducing risk of explosion

Apr 5: Team of crisis engineers to
fly to platform to assess how best
to cap well

Feb 25, 2012: Sharp spikes in
pressure and temperature detected

Mar 4: Total decides to cap well
permanently by injecting drilling mud

Mar 25: Sudden pressure
increase followed by escape of
mud and gas. All 238 personnel
evacuated

Key dates in North Sea gas leak
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