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Gas surges from North Sea rig
Options to stop a massive gas leak on Total’s Elgin platform in the

North Sea include drilling a relief well or carrying out a “dynamic kill” –
pumping heavy mud into the well to suppress the flow of gas

Elgin PUQ:
All 238 workers
evacuated from
processing,
utilities and
quarters (PUQ)
platform Sunday
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and gas platform
and Noble Hans
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Elgin platform:
Two nautical mile (3.7km)
marine exclusion zone
declared
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1 Forties pipeline spurs
2 Shearwater platform export
pipeline
3 Elgin/Franklin interfield
connections
4 SEAL pipeline (Shearwater
Elgin Area Line)

Elgin wellhead platform: 
Sea bubbling with gas
under platform. Gas has
high proportion of
hydrogen sulphide and
carbon dioxide, making
it very flammable and
poisonous


