Flag etiquette on Titanic’s maiden voyage

After arriving at Southampton from Belfast in April 1912, RMS Titanic was
“dressed” from stem to stern with a rainbow of signal flags and pennants
— symbols of dignity, status and ownership — ahead of her maiden voyage
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pennant branding appeared on all documentation,
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Blue Ensign denotes

that Captain Edward John Smith and several &
crew were members of Royal Naval Reserve

El French ensign: Courtesy
flag flown entering Cherbourg
until sunset on April 10, 1912.
Titanic departed after dark —
no flags were flown
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