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The European Space Agency’s new Vega rocket has successfully blasted
off from the Kourou spaceport in French Guiana, launching nine

satellites into orbit in an 81-minute flight

First
stage
88 tonnes
of fuel,
burns for
107 secs

Second
stage
24 tonnes
of fuel,
burns for
72 secs

Third stage
10 tonnes of fuel,
burns for 117 secs

Fourth stage
Can stop and restart up to five times
to launch multiple satellites
into different orbits

Vega

Soyuz

PAYLOAD (300-2,500kg)
One large satellite or
multiple small ones
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Inaugural payload:
Included LARES (Laser
Relativity Satellite) – Italian
experiment to test Einstein’s
theory of general relativity
LARES
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