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The last American troops are due to leave Iraq on December 31. Since the
2003 invasion to remove Saddam Hussein from power, the U.S. has poured
over $800bn into the war and its aftermath, at a cost of over 150,000 lives
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Mar 2003: U.S. invades
Iraq. Troops: 192,000

Oct 2007: Troop “surge”
peaks: 170,000

May: President Bush
declares end of major
combat. 146,000

Jan 2009: President
Obama takes office
pledging troop cuts

Aug 2010: Last 
U.S. combat
troops leave
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Nov 2011:
39,000


