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Crack in Antarctic glacier to yield huge iceberg
NASA scientists are witnessing the birth of a massive iceberg after

discovering a deep rift in Antarctica’s Pine Island Glacier. The eventual
iceberg would cover about 880 sq km – an area larger than New York City
Pine Island Glacier (PIG): Among largest
and fastest-moving glaciers in Antarctica,
draining around 10% of all ice flowing
out of West Antarctic Ice Sheet
After iceberg breaks off,
PIG ice shelf will have
receded further than
at any point since
1940s, when it
was first
mapped

PIG ice tongue
floats 50km into

sea, making it
vulnerable
to melting
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Upwelling warm waters spill along
sea floor to where glacier rises from
bedrock, causing it to melt

Warm salty waters and fresh glacier
water combine – lighter mixture rises
along underside of ice shelf, melting
more ice as it moves back to ocean
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