Air France 447 - “pilots ignored warnings”’

French investigators report that pilots failed to discuss “stall” alarms
in the final minutes of flight AF447 before it plummeted 38, 000 feet into

Rio de Janeiro
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the Atlantic in June 2009, killing
all 228 people on board

Pitot tube: Loss of

reliable speed data —
probably from build up

of ice — causes autopilot to switch off

Black box: Data
suggests co-pilot pulls
back on stick, forcing
plane into climb,
despite stall
warnings.
Normal
procedure
should be

nose-down \h

il 01:35GMT: Crew informs controller
of location

A 01:59-02:06: Pilot flying (PF)
warns of turbulence ahead. Captain
leaves cockpit for routine rest

] 02:10: Black box shows speed
falling sharply to 111km/h. Auto-pilot
and auto-thrust disengage — stall
warning sounds twice

E] 02:08: Turbulence increases
slightly, PF turns about 12 degrees
to left of route. Reduces speed
from around 1,000km/h

E 02:11-02:13: Captain re-enters
cockpit. Instruments indicate rise in
speed to 398km/h, but stall warning
sounds again

[3 02:14: Recordings stop
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