
Race to bottom of world’s oceans
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A manned Chinese submersible, the Jiaolong, has successfully
completed a Pacific Ocean dive to 5,057 metres, paving the way
for a record-breaking 7,000m test dive in 2012 which
would put China in the lead in the race to explore
potentially vast mineral resources
in the depths of the oceans
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1979: Alvin gives scientists first
ever view of “black smokers” –
hydrothermal vents containing
high levels of sulphur-bearing
minerals – on East Pacific Rise
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