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Timeline of U.S. assistance to Pakistan

2009: President
Barack Obama
approves $7.5bn in
aid over next five
years under new
strategy to “defeat”
Al Qaeda in
Pakistan

1990: President
George Bush
suspends aid to
Pakistan under
Congressional
amendment
requiring proof
that Pakistan
does not possess
nuclear weapons

1954: Mutual defence agreement addresses
U.S. fear of Soviet expansionism and
Pakistan’s concerns about rival India

1981: Following
Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan,

President
Ronald Reagan
negotiates five-

year, $3.2bn
economic and

military aid
package

Jun 2011: U.S.
withholds $800m
in military aid
following weeks
of tension after
Islamabad is not
warned of raid 
that killed Osama
bin Laden

2001: General
Musharraf
becomes key
ally of President
George W. Bush
after 9/11 – U.S.
provides nearly
$12bn in aid
from 2002-08

1965, 1971:
India-Pakistan
wars prompt
temporary
suspensions
of military aid to
both sides,
leading to
cooling of U.S.-
Pakistani ties

1979: President
Jimmy Carter
cuts off military
assistance over
Pakistan’s covert
construction
of uranium
enrichment facility

Economic assistance USAID and predecessor Military assistance
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