Stradivarius sets new auction record
A rare Stradivarius violin known as the “Lady Blunt” sold for a record
$15.9 million in an on-line auction for Japanese disaster relief. The 1721
violin was named after the granddaughter of English poet Lord Byron

~ Antonio Stradivari:
Opened workshop in
Cremona in 1680. Finest
instruments produced
between 1700 and 1720

Stradivari developed classic violin

shape, increasing string
tension for brighter J |Milan  __Cremona
sound LONO)
®©Genoa
7]
ITALY
improved
/ varnish ITI
t Deeper curved Rome
bouts with sharper
(.:orners Mediterranean
1698: Established standard Sea
size of 35cm long, 20cm wide

Recent Stradivari auction prices (US$ exchange rate in year sold)

Auction date / location Instrument / year of manufacture Price
2011 Tarisio on-line auction  Lady Blunt 1721 $15.89m
2010 Tarisio on-line auction  The Molitor 1697 $3.54m
2007 Christie’s, New York Solomon Ex-Lamber 1729 $2,72m
2006 Christie’s, New York The Hammer 1707 $3.54m
2005 Christie’s, New York Lady Tennant 1699 $2.03m
1998 Christie’s, London The Kreutzer 1727 $1,33m
1990 Christie’s, London The Red Mendelssohn 1720 $1.76m
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