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U.S. residents along the southern banks of the Mississippi are bracing
for severe floods as the crest of the swollen river moves downstream,

washing over homes and farms and threatening to shut key oil refineries
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Counties on flood alert
Oil refineries at risk
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Memphis: River crested at
14.6m (47.8ft) May 10

Vicksburg: 17.8m
(58.5ft) May 19

Natchez: 19.5m
(64ft) May 21

Baton Rouge
14.5m (47.5ft)
May 22

New Orleans
5.9m (19.5ft)
May 23
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Morganza Floodway
Could be opened to relieve
pressure, forcing evacuation
of 20,000 people


