
The journey that made space history
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On April 12, 1961, Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first
man in space, completing a single orbit of Earth in 108 minutes.

The feat – which made Gagarin a national hero – was used
by the Soviet Union as a major Cold War propaganda coup
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Launch: 06:07GMT.
Tyuratam Missile
Range (Baikonur
Cosmodrome),
Kazakhstan

Landing:
08:05GMT
near Engels,
Saratov
region

06:37GMT:
Enter eclipse
07:00GMT:
News of
mission
broadcast on
Radio Moscow

07:10GMT:
Exit eclipse

Vostok-K
rocket

Duration
Space time
Speed
Max. altitude

FLIGHT FACTS
108 minutes
89 minutes

27,400km/hour
 327km

Weight:
4.7 tonnes
Length:
4.4m

VOSTOK-1
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man in space, completing a single orbit of Earth in 108 minutes.

The feat – which made Gagarin a national hero – was used
by the Soviet Union as a major Cold War propaganda coup
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