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*Deep Space Manoeuvre † Mercury Orbit Insertion 

DSM 1* DSM 2 DSM 3 DSM 4 DSM 5 MOI †

Oct 24, 2006
Jun 6, 2007:
Venus flybys

Jan 14, 2008
Oct 6, 2008
Sep 30, 2009:
Mercury flybys

Mar 18, 2011:
Enters orbit
Mar 30: First images
sent back to Earth

Aug 2,
2004:
Launch

Aug 1, 2005:
Swings past
Earth for
gravity assist

Journey:
7.9bn km
Mission
cost:
$446m

Messenger, the NASA space probe that discovered water on Mercury
and has orbited the planet for four years, will deliberately crash into

the surface so that a future mission can monitor its impact crater
to see  how much weathering has occurred
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