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More than 44 million Americans – one in seven people – are being
fed in some part by the supplemental nutrition assistance programme,
or Snap, the highest number in the five-decade food-stamp programme
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Average Snap
food allowance
is $134 a month

Feb: U.S. employers
shed 63,000 jobs
as recession bites.
Jobless rate at 4.8%

Oct 2009: 190,000 jobs
lost. Unemployment rate
surges to 10.2% – highest
in 26 years. 38.2m people
dependent on Snap

Jan 2008: 27.7 million people
dependent on Snap

Nov 2010: 44.1 million
dependent on Snap

Sep: 156,000 jobs
lost. Jobless rate
reaches 6.2%

Number of Americans
using Snap has jumped
by 16.4m over past three
years, increase of 59%


