New Zealand quake leaves dozens dead

At least 65 people have died after a 6.3-magnitude earthquake struck
Christchurch on New Zealand’s South Island on Tuesday afternoon.
New Zealand lies at the southern end of the so-called Pacific Ring of Fire

PACIFIC
/‘\\ Fault lines
| NORTH

OCEAN
| Relative €& ISLAND

I ' . movement
per year

Kermadec Trough

€& 47Tmm

INDO-AUSTRALIAN PACIFIC PLATE
PLARS Wellington 250 miles
: : 400km
New Zealand straddles / Hikurangi
boundary of two slowly Ol Trough
moving tectonic plates & 41mm

TASMAN @0“

SEA @
Q\(\ 38mm y ’
Tuesday: 6.3-magnitude Z
earthquake struck 12:51
fs?z;,g local. Quake followed by
¢ series of aftershocks

In South Island, plate motion results in

Puvsequr Trench strike-slip movement — rupture is nearly
yseg vertical as one side slides past other

© GRAPHIC NEWS Source: GNS Science




