
1630: German astronomer 
Johannes Kepler, who discovered 
the principles of planetary motion 
and pioneered work with modern 
optics and calculus, died at age 58
1889: Brazil was declared a republic
1920: Danzig (now Gdansk, Poland) 
was proclaimed a free city under the 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles
1935: Manuel Quezon was inaugurated 
as first president of the Commonwealth 
of the Philippines
2009: Nigeria’s rebel Movement for 
the Emancipation of the Niger Delta 
announced it had begun peace talks 
with the government
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