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Researchers have discovered a cousin of today’s birds which was also a
tiny ancestor of Tyrannosaurus rex. Named Linhenykus monodactylus,
it lived 84 to 75 million years ago during the Upper Cretaceous period

10cm

Robust forelimb armed
with single claw.
Linhenykus was
probably an insectivore
– perhaps specialist ant
or termite eater

Linhenykus belonged to a family
of small, long-legged running
theropod dinosaurs known
as Alvarezsauridae

Digit 2 grows
into claw.
Linhenykus
is only
known
dinosaur
with one finger

Typical
theropod
hand: Digits
1 and 3 of
Linhenykus
wither away. Bones
in digit 2 fuse together in
similar way to bird’s wing
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