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The New START Treaty, signed by Presidents Obama and Medvedev in
April, will restrict the U.S. and Russia to deploying no more than 1,550

strategic nuclear warheads, provide transparency about Russia’s nuclear
forces, and bolster efforts to stop the spread of nuclear weapons

1945:
U.S.
is sole
nuclear
power
with six
bombs

1966: U.S. stockpile peaks
United States:
Soviet Union:
UK, France, China:

1974: India
tests its first
nuclear weapon
1998: Pakistan
tests its first
nuclear weapon
2006: North Korea tests

nuclear weapon

32,040
7,089

326

1945 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 2000 05 10 2010

Total:
~22,600

1949: Soviet
Union tests its
first nuclear
weapon

1952: Britain
makes its first
nuclear test

1964: France and China
join nuclear club; France has
four weapons, China one

1986: Peak of 70,480 warheads
United States Soviet Union/Russia Others

1991: START I signed. Treaty
would reduce U.S. and Soviet
warheads to 6,000 each.
START I expires 2009, New
START signed Apr 2010

Warheads (2010)*
Russia
U.S.
France
China
Britain
Israel
Pakistan
India
N Korea

12,000
9,600

300
240
225

(est.) 80
70-90
60-80

~10

Soviet Union:
United States:
UK, France, China:

45,000
24,400
1,080


