
© GRAPHIC NEWS

Japan has temporarily recalled its ambassador from Moscow but left
the door open for a possible summit, despite growing anger in Tokyo
over President Dmitry Medvedev’s visit to one of the disputed Kuril

Islands off Japan’s northern coast

Disputed islands
Occupied by Russia at end
of World War II. Known as

Northern Territories in Japan
and Southern Kurils in Russia.

Islands have rich fishing grounds,
mineral deposits and possibly

oil and gas reserves
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