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The annual Perseid meteor shower is expected to provide one of the most
spectacular displays in recent years, coinciding with a new Moon. As the

Earth passes through debris in the tail of the comet Swift-Tuttle, fragments
the size of a grain of sand burn up in the atmosphere as “shooting stars”,

while larger objects – meteorites – crash to earth
Meteor, travelling at up to 70km/s, can hit satellite with power
of .22 calibre bullet, exploding into small cloud of charged
plasma capable of knocking out electronics
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MAJOR SHOWERS IN 2010
 Perseids: Peak Aug 12
100 per hour
Entry velocity: 41km/s

 Geminids: Dec 14
120 per hour
35km/s

 Leonids: Nov 17
20 per hour
71km/s
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