
© GRAPHIC NEWSSources: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA, Oceana

Since a temporary cap stopped BP’s gusher beneath the Gulf of Mexico,
the oil appears to be vanishing far more rapidly than anyone expected.

But scientists caution that doesn’t mean the threat from crude is gone –
there’s still a lot of it in the Gulf, though no one knows exactly where it is
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Combined extent of oil
on surface since April 20

160km
100 miles

Oil released
between April 20
and July 15:
405-700 million
litres 

Oil recovered:
130 million litres
Oil burned: 11.1 million litres
Unaccounted for: 260-560
million litres. Some is eaten
by microbes or sinks to
bottom. Up to 40% may have
evaporated on surface


