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A robotic solar-powered plane built by a UK defence research company
has broken the record for the longest unmanned flight. QinetiQ’s Zephyr

has more than doubled its own unofficial time of 82 hours, beaten the
official record of over 30 hours, and is expected to fly for another week

Design
Ultra-light
carbon fibre.
Aircraft is hand-
launched into
prevailing wind
by five people

Payload: Removable pod
for communications relay
or surveillance equipment,
with potential military use

T-tail
Reduces

drag

Twin propellers
Driven by batteries.

At night, stored energy
is sufficient to keep

Zephyr airborne

Thin-film solar panels
Charge lithium-sulphur
batteries during day

ZEPHYR SPECIFICATIONS

Wingspan

Operating altitude

22.5m

18km+

Speed
Weight

20km/h approx

53kg 0
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