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Almost 5,500 metres below the Gulf
of Mexico, engineers drilling a relief
well must hit a steel pipe that is just

178mm in diameter. Using a
technique known as bottom kill

they will cut into the casing of BP’s
leaking Macondo well, then pump
seven million litres of super-heavy

“drilling mud” into the well to
counter the pressure of oil and

gas, before sealing it with cement
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New containment
system: Will funnel
up to 80,000 barrels
(12.7m litres) per day
of oil to vessels on
surface


