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— a T Bottom kill”’” bid

to cap oil well

Almost 5,500 metres below the Gulf |
of Mexico, engineers drilling a relief
spillon  well must hit a steel pipe that is just
surface 178mm in diameter. Using a
Gulf of technique known as bottom Kkill
they will cut into the casing of BP’s

Mexico .
- leaking Macondo well, then pump
= seven million litres of super-heavy
B,Okm “drilling mud” into the well to
Deepwater Horizon

counter the pressure of oil and

LU LT 1l gas, before sealing it with cement

and 17 injured in
April 20 explosion Discoverer Collecting oil
Enterprise , and gas from
¢l Macondo well
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Relief well started May 16

Development Driller Il
Relief well started May 2

New containment
system: Will funnel

om up to 80,000 barrels S
1,00 (12.7m litres) per day 1’
of oil to vessels on __’§
1,500m surface 7 Z

—— Blowout
//,“T;/ -~ preventer

Relief well

Target:
178mm steel
casing pipe

=

Qil reservoir:

Contains massive
amounts of methane
gas at high pressure

Final 60m drilled to 5,486m.
Milling device cuts into steel
casing pipe to allow injection
of drilling mud and cement

will drill vertically to ™
60m above intersection ¢
point and within 1.5m horizontally
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