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Sikorsky helicopter chases world speed record
Conceived as an attempt to overcome the limitations of traditional

helicopter aerodynamics, the Sikorsky X2 uses coaxial rotors
which allow for higher speeds than single-rotor aircraft
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Coaxial rotors
Two rotors spin in
opposite directions,
offsetting one
another’s torque
and eliminating
need for tail rotor
to produce stable
flight conditions

Fly-by-wire
Electronic 
flight-control
system with digital
engine controls allow
greater manoeuvrability

Engine
LHTEC T800
turboshaft, 1,800
horsepower

Active vibration
control: Reduces
shaking caused
by rotors

Pilot

Propeller
Generates
thrust in similar
manner to
fixed-wing
     aircraft

Rotor
fairings

Reduce drag
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