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BP gambles on “top kill”’ to plug oil well

Engineers will pump thousands of litres of heavy mud and cement in a bid
to stop oil gushing under pressure from 4,300 metres below the sea bed.
The “top kill” must exert enough pressure to stop the oil flowing upwards
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1. Riser insertion tube: Successfully
installed on May 16. About 1,000 barrels
of oil and gas raised per day to drill ship

Damaged riser: Oil and gas
continues to leak at rate of
5,000 barrels a day

2. Top kill: 50,000
barrels of heavy drilling
" mud held on surface ships
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3. Mud pumped from
manifold through
heavyweight hoses

to “choke” and “kill” lines.
These provide access

to wellhead below valves
which failed to stop flow
of oil

Il
il e ®

-

Wellhead

1 A
[ A
4. Using pumps — capable of
providing 30,000 horsepower (over
22,000 kilowatts) — engineers will
attempt to counter pressure of oil.
If oil flow is reversed, cement
will be pumped down to
permanently seal well
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