Japan sets sail on maiden Venus mission
In a first for the country’s space
agency, Japan is sending two
spacecraft to Earth’s nearest

planetary neighbour VENUS

- Atmosphere:
Akatsuki Over 95% CO,
(Venus Climate Orbiter) Average surface
Two-year mission to temperature:

resolve mysteries of 460°C
Venusian atmosphere.
Cameras will probe dense
clouds of sulphuric acid -
which “super-rotate” 60 times

faster than planet

LAUNCH VEHICLE
H-lIA rocket launches
both spacecraft

IKAROS

Technology demonstration
-------------------- mission launched in direction
of Venus. Will attempt to

become first spacecraft
to use solar sails
in deep space

20m-wide sail unfurls
in space using force
of craft’s rotation.
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