Shutting off an oil leak

Robotic submersibles are trying
to stop oil leaking into the Gulf
of Mexico from a damaged well
almost 1.5km below the surface.
Around 5,000 barrels of oil a day
have been gushing from the well
since a drilling rig sank off the
Louisiana coast on April 22

BLOW-OUT
PREVENTER:
Valve operated
remotely via
hydraulic
actuators —

Y

|
MISSISSIPPI

\
LOUISIANA f\ & |
‘ \\\ //
€ ALABAMA
Orleans 3” If of
exico
®
Q)
50 miles Venice
80km \

Deepwater Horizon: Winds
could drive oil slick ashore

usually seals |

along Louisiana coastline

oil well
automatically

o

—— Dirrill pipe

| |

“"ROVs: Four remotely
operated underwater

vehicles, equipped

~-—— 1,500m ——» [ ]

with cameras and
robot arms, trying

to activate 450-ton

Oil leaking
from drill pipe

Sources: NOAA, BP, Schlumberger Limited

SEABED

© GRAPHIC NEWS

Pictures: Associated Press




